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Course Number

FHWA-NHI-142052

Course Title

Introduction to NEPA and Transportation Decisionmaking
This newly revised Introduction to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Transportation Decision 
Making course is an updated version of the existing WBT. The update incorporates the policies and regulations that 
have changed, since the last update in 2009. The FHWA has championed national initiatives to fully implement the 
environmental provisions of the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill, the FAST Act and MAP-21 to accelerate highway 
program and project delivery.

This web-based training (WBT) introduces the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and FHWA’s NEPA 
implementing regulations. to NEPA requires Federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their proposed 
actions, such as providing Federal funds or issuing Federal permits and licenses. Using the NEPA process, Federal 
agencies evaluate and disclose the social, environmental, and economic effects of their proposed actions. During NEPA 
reviews, agencies can also provide opportunities for public involvement and interagency dialogue to consider any 
competing public and special interests.

This WBT describes Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA’s) approach to the NEPA transportation decision-making 
process.  That process considers impacts of transportation projects on the human and natural environment while 
balancing with the public’s need for safe and efficient transportation. This training covers NEPA regulations, policies 
and guidance defined by the Council on Environmental Quality and FHWA.  Topics addressed include NEPA classes 
of action, purpose and need, alternatives development and analysis, impact analysis, public involvement, interagency 
coordination, mitigation, and documentation. This self-paced training is a recommended prerequisite prior to enrolling in 
FHWA-NHI 142005.

Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, participants will be able to:

•   Identify the origin of NEPA

• Define the purpose and relevance of NEPA within thedecision-making process.

• Identify when and to whom NEPA applies.

• Illustrate the hierarchy between laws, regulations,policies, guidance, and executive orders.

• Identify where to find more information on the Council ofEnvironmental Quality implementing regulations for NEPA, and the 
FHWA/FTA/FRAjoint agency implementing regulations for NEPA.

• Describe the project development process for transportation projects.

• Describe how scoping prior to initiating NEPA provides adecision-making framework.

• Describe the NEPA concept of significance of effects.

• Define the three classes of action, which are the three NEPAprocessing options.

• Distinguish when to apply each class of action.

• Identify the essential elements of the NEPA process.

• Define the concept of purpose and need

• Examine the importance of purpose and need within the NEPA framework.

• Identify types of data that support the need for a project.

• Apply the concepts of “logical termini” and “independent utility”

• Define the concept of alternatives in transportation projects.

• Identify and consider a reasonable range of alternativesthat vary with projects.

• Define environmental effects

• Describe how to identify effects

• Explain how effects analysis informs the determination of significance.

• Define mitigation as it applies to NEPA.
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• Identify examples of mitigation.

• Explain the importance of scoping in the NEPA process.

• Identify the roles of the public and agencies in the scoping process.

• Identify potential stakeholders in transportation projects.

• Identify the elements of a Public Involvement Plan for a project.

• Explore methods for engaging the public.

• Evaluate what influences the level or extent of specific public involvement necessary for a project.

• Explain why agency coordination and consultation is helpfuland sometimes required.

• Compare the roles and responsibilities of agencies in the NEPA process.

• Identify strategies for writing quality environmental documents.

• Identify page limit requirements for each NEPA class of action.

• Describe documentation options for each NEPA class of action.

• Define procedural and substantive law.

• Describe the importance of the Administrative Record and documentation.

• Define legal sufficiency and when it is needed.

Target Audience
The target audience includes staff from FHWA, State Departments of Transportation (DOT), Federal and State 
environmental resource agencies, Federal land management agencies, tribal governments, local governments, 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) who participate in the transportation decision-making process, and 
consultants supporting various Federal-aid and Federal Lands highway project sponsors.

Training Level: Basic

Fee: 2022: $0 Per Person; 2023: $0 Per Person

Length: 8 HOURS (CEU: .8 UNITS)

Class Size: MINIMUM: 1; MAXIMUM: 1
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