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The Western Alliance for Quality Transportation Construction is approaching its fourth anniversary.  It has grown in that period of time from the original four states of Washington, Alaska, Oregon, and Idaho to a group that includes all of the western states with New Mexico being the newest member.

WAQTC has developed standardized training instruction guides with Power Point and testing for field sampling and testing five modules; asphalt, concrete, density, embank-ment, and aggregate.  The training modules are designed to give some overview, back-ground and basic information on the materials in use as well as why the testing is important.  It is important to recognize that the testings involved are the field tests only and they are all basically AASHTO.  The exceptions are now into AASHTO to be voted on at the upcoming Montana AASHTO Materials meeting.

The standardized AASHTO tests, training, and qualification are a major selling point for WAQTC.  We now have colleges that train and qualify personnel for the industry.  Ideally, state lines become invisible; in reality some states do add a few extra tests that they require a tester to perform before working in their state.  Consultants and contractors appreciate the reciprocity in particular and we do have a few state people moving around.

All of the states that are members have their own training programs and are in various stages of implementing WAQTC.  New Mexico, for example, recently joined the group and plans to use the concrete module first as a cost savings and better training than ACI field level 1.  Colorado is phasing in with embankment because they didn’t have current training available in that area.

Presently, eight of the states involved are actively training and recognize the training qualifications of the other states.  The other states are either planning to phase in (Arizona), use abbreviated training due to almost all the tests are in their central lab (Hawaii), use their own test methods and don’t see how they can change (California), or train and recognize only their own employees (Washington).

We have been working together to get inspector training developed, first with CalTrans and most recently with Nevada DOT.  It now appears that that effort is not successful.  A university staff just does not have the experience to develop this type of training and the consultants that the university tried to use were not experienced in developing training.

A bright note is the new NHI asphalt training.  WAQTC may be able to utilize this in our qualifications.  We do need structural steel and concrete, concrete paving, asphalt paving, and embankment and base inspection modules.

