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It has been very useful to broaden the way we look at our course development process and target audience.  We recognize the value of joint efforts between FHWA, State DOT, and industry in developing and delivering training.  

Asphalt Pavement Courses

· Continuation of joint industry/ agency approach to course development.

· Upcoming revisions to several hot mix courses:  HMA Construction, HMA Plants, and HMA Materials.

· Working group of FHWA, State, and Industry.  

· Meeting June 11-12 to consolidate various products in existence or under development (NHI, FDOT, NETTCP).   

· That group will also work on the test questions associated with the course material, so that the course will be more readily useful as a certification tool.  

Quality Assurance Course 

· Task with Fugro-BRE for course development

· Analysis and Interpretation of Statistical Test Results for HMA (13451)

· Analysis and Interpretation of Statistical Test Results for PCC (13452)

· Analysis and Interpretation of Statistical Test Results for Aggregates (13453)

· Potential parallel effort to New England QA Course

· NETTCP Pilot

· Continued coordination and merging of efforts – using NETTCP material

· June 14 meeting

Geotechnical Certification Program 

The NHI and FHWA Office of Infrastructure are working together to develop and provide training for field geotechnical inspectors.  Representatives from FHWA and several states have formed a Technical Working Group to discuss priorities for training and qualification.   As part of the TWG’s Strategic Work Plan, six courses are envisioned for development:

· Driven Pile Foundations

· Drilled Shaft Foundations

· Subsurface Investigations

· Earth Retaining Walls

· Embankments/ Cut Slopes/ RSS

· Anchored/ Soil-Nail Walls

The Strategic Work Plan shows the development staggered for two courses to be started each year.  A Request for Proposals has been prepared and will be issued shortly for the first course, and the second course’s RFP should be submitted next week.

Managing Construction Workmanship Course

· Course is being created in response to the AASHTO Subcommittee on Construction Resolution 99-0, entitled “Joint Industry/ Agency Training Needs for Improved Decision Making for Quality Highway Construction Projects.”  

· Level of experience among Project Engineers, Project Managers, and Inspectors is on the decline.

· Represents an effort to meet the needs identified in the AASHTO Resolution, improving the workmanship decision making for quality highway construction projects.  

· Initial effort of the development will be to establish the course objectives and outline.  

· This contract was awarded to Nichols Consulting of Reno, NV in July 2001.

· Our technical review panel will include FHWA Office of Infrastructure, NHI, FHWA field, and State DOT.

