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ACI’s Certification Committees had the benefit of the presentation of ideas, concerns, and input on ACI certification programs by State DOT regional training and qualification group representatives.  The representatives included Tom Malerk, for the Southeast Task Force on Technician Training and Qualification (SETFTTQ), Woody Hood, with the Mid-Atlantic Region Technician Certification Program (MARTCP), Bruce Loesch, from the North Central Multi-Regional Training and Certification Program (M-TRAC), and Paul Matthews representing the New England Transportation Technician Certification Program (NETTCP).  The group attended the meeting as delegates to the Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council (TCCC), a council assembled by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to address credential reciprocity between the regional organizations. The Western Alliance for Quality Transportation Construction (WAQTC) sent no representative, but provided input and several pertinent questions for committee debate.

Tom Malerk introduced the group at committee meetings and explained that the Federal Highway Administration assists the five regional groups in programs to upgrade the quality of construction on transportation-related projects.  The group attended Certification Committee meetings for Field Testing Technician, Aggregate Field and Lab Technician, Concrete Transportation Construction Inspector (CTCI), Concrete Construction Inspector and the Certification Programs Committee.  Each of the attending TCCC representatives was asked for their thoughts on the individual programs and how they might fit into their goal of insuring qualified concrete inspectors on transportation projects.

Following is summary of the significant issues discussed:

1. The staff of ACI and the voluntary members of ACI committees are dedicated to quality.  ACI administers twelve certification programs for the concrete construction industry.  Certification programs of special interest to State DOTs include Field Testing Technician, Aggregate Field and Laboratory Testing Technician, Concrete Strength Testing Technician, and Concrete Transportation Construction Inspector.

2. ACI delivers certification examinations through a network of approved examiners and sponsoring groups.  Workbooks are available as training aids, but ACI does not provide any specific training courses.  However, sponsoring groups generally combine training with examination sessions.   In addition to ACI Chapters and Ready-Mix Associations, there are several colleges and State DOT’s that participate as sponsoring groups to administer examination sessions.  State DOTs may request a waiver of certain ACI policy requirements in order to facilitate program administration.  

3. Concern was expressed regarding the lack of a provision to revoke an individual certification for poor performance.  It was noted that the certification verifies that on a given date an individual knew how to perform the specified test and does guarantee that the individual will always follow the standard procedures.  ACI does not revoke certifications because of the variety or right-to-work laws and the various State statutes involved.  To compensate, most States in which the ACI program is incorporated require successful completion of a supplemental examination on specific State issues.  The State then issues a qualification with  the ACI certification a prerequisite.  This provides the State with a mechanism for suspension or revocation of any individual under State-established guidelines. ACI does not track such action since it does not affect the ACI credential.

4. ACI Fields and Laboratory Aggregate Technician Certification Programs cover AASHTO test methods used in the evaluation of aggregates.  In it’s first year the Field Aggregate Technician Program has certified 610 technicians.  The Laboratory Aggregate Technician Program had its first session and 18 people were certified.  These programs were developed through the efforts of an M-TRAC task team to meet a need for State DOTs. 

5. At the Concrete Transportation Construction Inspector meeting, we briefly discussed the genesis of the CTCI Program and how it was derived from the building oriented Concrete Construction Inspector Program.  Each of the attending TCCC representatives was asked for their thoughts on the program and how it might fit into their goal of insuring qualified concrete inspectors on transportation projects.  The DOT representatives felt that the CTCI Program, as it now exists, applies mostly to individuals at the project engineer level.  The consensus was that a program having an intermediate level would be more desirable.  Some States do not use soil-cement, thus the entire program is not attractive to them.  A possible option would be an entry-level examination on basic concrete and inspection knowledge with modules for more specialized areas such as bridges, foundations, pile driving, and soil-cement/roller-compacted concrete.  The committee offered to participate with TCCC to develop a program that is more responsive to the needs of the individual states and groups.

6. Discussion at several committee meetings suggested that the argument that ACI certifications cover only ASTM, rather than AASHTO, is not as significant as it seems.  ACI  committees indicated a willingness to revise programs to an AASHTO version if it was a significant issue.  All of the regional group representatives stated that it was unnecessary.  Most of the ASTM and AASHTO methods are similar so that someone certified in one could effectively be considered knowledgeable enough to complete the other.  This is no different from reciprocity issues when adjoining states apply their own quirks to the AASHTO standards and can be readily resolved.

7. Because of the large numbers of State and contractor personnel to be trained, local sponsoring groups may face difficulty in meeting demand.  There may be a need for additional sponsoring groups or improved examination session procedures. The successful implementation of new ACI examination sessions may require discussion and joint efforts between State DOT’s and local sponsoring groups.   

8. ACI has a fixed price list for examinations and reference materials.  Examination sessions are priced based on local market standards by the sponsoring groups.  State DOT’s using ACI certifications in their programs should be aware of the ACI list price when determining their budgets and securing training and examination providers.  For example, for a State DOT that provides its own training and examination session for ACI, the workbooks are $36.00\, and the examination is $66.00, for a total cost of $102.00 per applicant.

The ACI staff and ACI’s committee volunteers are interested and motivated to participate in the Technician Training and Qualification Programs developed by DOT’s and our five regional groups.  These committee consensus groups have a strong bond of ownership to quality in concrete construction.  We have the opportunity to participate and guide the program to fit the needs of not only the industry, but also our individual State and regional groups.
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