NHI HMA Course Newsbrief - June 2001

HMA Construction

The NHI # 131032 Hot Mix Asphalt Construction course technical panel meeting was held on June 11-12 at the NHI facilities in Arlington, VA.  The panel met to discuss how to proceed with making course revisions and getting the updated course on line for the 2002 training season.  The current NHI course was reviewed as well as the Florida NCAT and NETTCP New England materials.  The panel decided to move forward with the NHI materials while utilizing some of NCAT’s and NETTCP’s materials wherever possible.  

NHI will draft up a scope of work and request for proposal as soon as possible to assist in getting a consultant on board to assist with the revisions to the course.  The panel reviewed the existing NHI materials slide by slide and made recommendations for improvements.  Some of the materials are dated and need to be revised.  Many pictures and graphics will also need to be updated.  Video clips may also be added to assist in presenting some of the information.  NAPA has many camera-ready photos and video clips available if they are needed.

HMA Plants & Materials

The NHI materials for the Plants # 131044 and Materials #131045 courses were also reviewed.  Similar comments as those for the construction course for updating and formatting were made.  The HMA Handbook 2000 will be used as a reference manual for all three courses.  One challenge with the revised plants course will be to make it technical enough for the contractor’s plants personnel and generic enough for others in attendance.  Additional comments will also be added to various slides for explanatory information.  The revised materials course may utilize some of NCAT’s plant testing level 1 and HMA mix design information.  The statistical information will be reduced somewhat and more case studies will be added.  Interpretation of the numbers and how to use them also need to be strengthened.

NHI will draft up the scope of work and the request for proposals for all three courses from the information that was gathered from the June meeting in Arlington, Virginia.  The Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council will continue to work with NHI in providing assistance and bringing together the technical panels to assist with the revisions to the Plants and Materials courses and for other activities as necessary.
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