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Background:

In 1987, Congress passed an amendment to the Clean Water Act (CWA) broadening the definition of point source pollutants to include storm water discharge from industrial activities, including construction sites.  This and other environmental regulations highlight the importance of mitigating the impacts of highway runoff from construction sites and developed land.

Quantification of this runoff or nonpoint source pollution loads and the resulting water quality impacts are items that need to be addressed by most State highway agencies.  Erosion and sediment control plans are to be included in all Plans, Specifications, and Estimates (PS&Es) for all applicable projects using Federal-aid funds.  The FHWA is committed to promoting standards that will minimize erosion and control sediment on all highway construction projects.

As a result, State DOTs must reexamine their erosion and sediment control practices and procedures and to develop strategies for complying with these new regulations.  This course was developed in the Spring and Summer of 2001 to assists highway professionals in the planning, design, implementation, enforcement, inspection, and maintenance strategies to control erosion and sediment on highway construction projects, and to help ensure that legislative objectives are addressed accurately and uniformly.  Nichols Consulting Engineers is responsible for the development of the course, in collaboration with GKY& Associates of Springfield, VA.

Each of these disciplines has a different set of priorities for a project; through discussion and joint problem solving, the participants will gain information about the roles of other team members, and an understanding of the possibly competing priorities.  Participation by members of industry and the regulatory agencies will also expand options by adding solutions from other sights observed by the regulator, and even improve relationships, reducing friction and distrust that might lead to more review, delays, and even work stoppage.

Learning Objectives include:

(
Describe the components of an erosion and sediment control plan, and list the sources of information for the plan.

(

Identify management practices and related management measures that are appropriate for typical situations and for a case example.

(
List typical construction and inspection problems, and describe both suitable prevention strategies and remedies for failures.

(
Link Federal and state environmental regulations to the components of the Erosion and Sediment Control plan.

The pilot course has been scheduled and will be presented in Jackson, Mississippi on August 21 –22, 2001.  After final modifications are made to the course it will be ready for presentation to other State DOTs, contractors and towns and cities.

For further information on ordering this course or obtaining training materials please contact:

Mila Plosky, NHI, Phone 703-235-0527, Fax 703-235-0593, Email Mila.Plosky@fhwa.dot.gov 

