FHWA Briefing

Position on Establishment of a National Pooled Fund Project to Support the Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council and the Development of Core Training

Background:

The concept for State Transportation Agencies, AASHTO, FHWA and industry to work together in the development of core training materials began in the late 80’s within FHWA’s Construction and Maintenance Division.  In 1994 in an effort to improve QC/QA, joint technician training and certification programs were considered as an important tool in achieving quality construction.  23 CFR 637, Subpart B, Quality Assurance Procedures for Construction, issued in June of 1995, required that the Department of Transportation develop quality assurance programs and qualified laboratory and sampling and testing personnel, to be approved by FHWA and implemented by the end of June, 2000.  Throughout this period several regional certification conferences were held to discuss various issues such as establishing open communication lines, investigating moving toward regional uniformity in quality control tests, testing procedures, and quality assurance specifications with facilitating reciprocity between states.  As a result of the early regional conferences, the development of regional training and certification groups and the recognition for the need for core materials to reduce duplication of effort, the Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council (TCCC) was formed in September of 2000.

Talking Points:

To assist with establishing open communication lines, with moving toward uniformity and development of core materials, and with facilitating reciprocity between states the TCCC embraces the following objectives:

(
Maximize resources through concerted efforts in the development of core training and qualification mediums.

(
Contribute equitably to assure success.

(
Promote uniformity in training content and qualification requirements to facilitate reciprocity between States and regions.

FHWA Position:

FHWA embraces the TCCC’s vision of prioritizing, developing and distributing core training materials.  The Standing Committee on Highways support, of TCCC’s resolution will provide a valuable asset to State Transportation Agencies in assisting them to reduce the overall cost of developing training and certification materials while enhancing the opportunity for reciprocity between states.  As such, FHWA concurs with the AASHTO Highway Subcommittee’s on Construction, Maintenance and Materials in support of the establishment of a national pooled fund project to support the TCCC and the development of core training through the TCCC with the assistance and direction of FHWA’s Office of Infrastructure and Asset Management.

