North Central M-TRAC Briefing

TCCC Meeting, New Orleans, LA

December 4-5, 2001

The M-TRAC group had their annual workshop June 19 – 21 in Des Moines, Iowa.  The group had presentations on the following topics:

1. Working with Colleges/Universities

2. Partime Employee Training Problems

3. Adult Learning Techniques

4. Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council

5. Geotechnical Course Material Development

6. Quality Assurance Technologist Course Development

7. NRMCA Certification Programs

8. Mid-Western Partnership for Pavement Preservation

9. Test Standardization for Hot Mix Asphalt

10. Gyratory Compactor Comparisons

11. ACI Annual Meeting Report

The group discussed the need for money in order to continue with efforts of the group.  With state travel becoming so hard to obtain, it is a challenge for the group to meet, as well as, the task groups.  The group will look into a pool fund study to help support M-TRAC’s efforts.  

The need for a web page was discussed.  A group was formed to help in the development. Purdue University received the contract to develop the web page.  It has since been completed and the web address for the M-TRAC group is 

http://rebar.ecn.purdue.edu/Superpave/M-TRAC/index.htm
This is a temporary address until we find a permanent home.  The front page is shown at the end of this report.

Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska met and are working on reciprocity in aggregate certification.  They currently have reciprocity in HMA.  They are in agreement to try reciprocity in the area of aggregates.

The M-TRAC group discussed the need to have a National Workshop similar to M-TRAC’s annual meeting.  This had been discussed at the last TCCC meeting. The Regional Groups were contacted to get their opinion on the National Workshop.  Many of the responses received to date are in favor of this workshop.  All responses will be discussed at the December TCCC Meeting.

At the M-TRAC workshop Lee Gallivan discussed the formation of a new group, the Mid-Western Partnership for Pavement Preservation.  It is a spin off of the AASHTO Lead States group in pavement preservation.  The group was asked if they have any training materials, certification, or maintenance training activity videos on pavement preservation.  None of the states present had any of the above.

The Portland Cement Concrete Mix Design Course has been completed and should be available to review at the December TCCC meeting.  This course includes student text, instructor’s manual and PowerPoint presentation.

The Geometric Design Training CD that was sent out for review was passed along to the M-TRAC states for comments.  The comments that have been received are very positive about the program.

The M-TRAC task groups have materials developed in Soils, Aggregate, and HMA and are working on PCC materials.  Task groups are currently updating the materials.  They will be finalizing the PCC materials hopefully in the next few months.

Since M-TRAC originally was formed the FHWA has always been the head of the group.  They (Tom Bryan) took care of the funding for the group, put meetings and task groups together, and the states responded as necessary.  It was evident the group relied heavily on Tom for the group to function.  Lee Gallivan helped the group in Tom’s absence and Bryan Cawley has now moved into Tom’s position.  The FHWA feels it would be a good move to have M-TRAC a more organized and self-sufficient group. The plan is to have the M-TRAC group elect officers and hopefully become more of an organization rather than relying on the FHWA.  With the pool fund study they will be able to be self-sufficient at least for a while.  A long-term solution needs to be discussed. 

Bryan Cawley is looking into the need for qualification of individuals who are performing verification testing for warranty projects.  This would include counting cracks; measuring rutting, smoothness, skid resistance; and other distresses as dictated by the warranty.  Bryan will discuss this at the December TCCC meeting.

Training and/or certification course needs by states have been submitted to Chris Anderson for the December meeting.  Many of the course needs that have been submitted are currently being developed by various groups. 
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Home Multi-Regional Training and Certification

Welcome to the Multi-Regional Training and Certification (M-TRAC)
Phout M-TRAC Website. M-TRAC is a regional training group of state governments,
industry and Federal Highway representatives.

Member States M-TRAC can provide you with certification classes to improve your
technical knowledge and training expertise. Much progress has been
made this year at #-TRAC and we invite you to explore our website

Technical Info and learn more about us.
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