NATIONAL GEOTECHNICAL INSPECTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Peter W. Osborn, FHWA Geotechnical Specialist

Introduction

Recent surveys by the FHWA of the state transportation departments have indicated a need for a geotechnical inspector qualification program.  Representatives from several states and the FHWA have formed a Technical Working Group (TWG) to develop and prioritize the areas in the geotechnical field where qualification/certification is needed.  The TWG has developed a strategic plan that identifies those areas of qualification/certification with the associated costs and time frames for the development of the initial programs.

Areas of Qualification/Certification

The TWG determined the following areas and priorities in the development of qualification/certification programs: 

1. Deep Foundations: Driven Pile Inspector and Drilled Shaft Inspector

2. Soils Boring Inspector

3. Earth Retaining Walls 

4. Embankments/Cut Slopes/Reinforced Soils Slopes (RSS)

5. Anchored/Soil-Nail Walls

Target Audience

The target audience for all the programs is the inspector or the person in the field who is responsible for inspecting and documenting the construction activities.  

Objectives

 The objectives of all courses are as follows: 

1. Establish the Role and Duties of the Inspector

2. Recognize the Elements of the Contract Documents and Assure Compliance

3. Communication and Coordination with the Engineer and Contractor

Estimated Development Costs and Time Schedule

	Module
	start 
	pilot
	final
	cost 

	Driven Pile Foundations
	May 2001
	April 2002
	June 2002
	$80,000

	Drilled Shaft Foundations
	May 2001
	April 2002
	June 2002
	$80,000

	Subsurface Investigations
	April 2002
	March 2003
	May 2003
	$150,000

	Earth Retaining Walls
	April 2002
	March 2003
	May 2003
	$150,000

	Embankments/Cut Slopes/RSS
	March 2003
	February 2004
	April 2004
	$150,000

	Anchored/Soil-Nail Walls
	March 2003
	February 2004
	April 2004
	$150,000


Current Status

The TWG has met and developed a strategic plan for the full program.  Outlines for the first two modules: Driven Piles and Drilled Shafts have been developed. Industry representatives have been identified and will be added to the TWG.  Program development is pending Funding authorization.
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