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Background:


Many states are utilizing new technology in the contracting process to improve the delivery of transportation contracts.  Some State DOTs have web pages that provide data on the contracting process.  Some list proposed bid letting dates, plan-holders lists, bid tabs from past lettings, average bid unit prices, and other award data.   Several state DOTs are using electronic media for the posting and in some cases receipt of bid proposals. Such systems promise potential savings in time and cost to both the agency and contractors.  Other States have evaluated the use of electronic bid proposals sets in-lieu-of traditional paper copies of plans and specifications.

Talking Points:

· The software program Trans-Port has two components that the State DOTs and the contracting industry have been using to expedite procedures in the construction bidding process.   Trns•port’s Expedite software is used in bid preparation by contractors in 34 states.  Contractors are able to download bid quantities from a State DOT web site and then use Expedite to fill in the unit prices and calculate a total bid price.  This avoids costly computation errors on the contractor’s part and simplifies bid tabulation by the State DOTs.  Expedite will also alert contractors when blanks or errors are found in the bid preparation. 
· A few State DOTs are also evaluating Trans-Port’s Bid Express software, a subscription service that was developed to provide web-based bidding for the transportation industry.  It allows access to a web site that provides historical as well as current letting information.  In addition to bid tabulations and advertisements, the web site provides a schedule of  prices, planholder lists, eligible bidders, addenda and electronic bidding software.  As of mid-2001, Bid Express listed a number of State DOTs who are piloting internet bidding programs (IA, WI, GA, SC).   Several other states (AZ, LA, MI, MN, NM, NC, OK and VA) are also initiating pilot programs under Trans-Port.  Other States such as Texas and California are developing their own Internet bidding systems.   
· Electronic PS&E Documents  -   The US Army Corps of Engineers has been utilizing “electronic bid sets” (electronic plans, specifications and proposal documents) for several years.  In early 1997, Utah DOT produced an electronic bid document for the mammoth I-15 design-build project.  The entire set of contract documents for this $1.325 billion project was included on a set of 4 CD ROMS.  In June 1998, Virginia DOT produced a set of totally electronic bid documents for a pilot project on Route 250, Henrico County.  By making electronic files available via CD ROM, users can view, print, zoom-in on pertinent information, measure certain distances determine areas for quantity take-offs.  
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