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This document has been prepared to assist Transportation Agency and Contractor 

personnel in understanding different types of specifications that may be used.  Over the past few decades, many transportation Agencies have moved from “Method Specifications” to “Quality Assurance Specifications”.  More recently, national research efforts have focused on the development and implementation of “Performance Related Specifications” and “Performance Based Specifications”.  These different specification types are sometimes not completely understood and are frequently referred to interchangeably.

Accordingly, this document explains how these different major types of tranportation construction specifications have evolved as well as how they should be properly developed and applied.  The following specification types are specifically presented:

· Method Specifications

· End-Result Specifications

· Quality Assurance Specifications

· Performance-Related Specifications

· Performance-Based Specifications

The material in this document has been adapted from the New England Transportation Technician Certification Program (NETTCP) Quality Assurance Technologist Pilot Course Manual (February 13-15, 2001), co-authored by Mr. Robert Christman – Vanasse, Hangen, Brustlin, Inc. and Mr. Gregory Doyle – Federal Highway Administration.

The Quality Construction Task Force of the AASHTO Subcommittee on Construction welcomes comments on this draft report, and will consider all that are received.  Once development of this report is finalized, it is the intent of the Quality Construction Task Force to submit it for acceptance and publication as an official AASHTO guide document.

Please submit any questions or comments on this Draft document to:

Mr. Ken Stoneman, Oregon DOT – Chair, Quality Construction Task Force

(Phone: 503-986-3023    Email: Kenneth.L.STONEMAN@odot.state.or.us)

or

Mr. Gregory Doyle, FHWA – Author; Member, Quality Construction Task Force

(Phone: 617-494-3279    Email: gregory.j.doyle@fhwa.dot.gov)
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