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Course Number

FHWA-NHI-132080

Course Title

Inspection of Mechanically Stabilized Earth Walls and Reinforced Soil Slopes
This course is part of a series to develop a training and qualification/certification program for geotechnical field 
inspectors. Topics addressed in the course include the types and durability of mechanically stabilized earth walls 
(MSEWs) and reinforced soil slopes (RSS); construction methods and sequences; alignment control; methods of fill and 
compaction control; plans, specifications, and the geotechnical report; shop drawings; and safety. A 2-hour qualification 
exam is administered at the end of the course.

Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, participants will be able to:

•	��Identify the basic MSEW and RSS types and design philosophy

•	Explain the role and duties of the MSEW and RSS inspector

•	Identify current practices for constructing MSE structures

•	Define key inspection elements for MSEWs and RSS contract documents to assure compliance

•	Explain the logical steps to ensure proper communication with engineers and field personnel

•	Understand the steps for MSEW and RSS construction

Target Audience
The target audience for this course includes inspectors (novice to senior level), engineers, geologists, and technicians 
involved in field data collection and quality assurance for MSEWs and RSS structures. In addition, managers; 
specification and contracting specialists; bridge/structure, geotechnical and roadway design engineers; and engineering 
geologists interested in construction aspects of MSEWs and RSS structures are encouraged to attend.

Training Level: Intermediate

Fee: 2016: $925 Per Person; 2017: $925 Per Person

Length: 3 DAYS (CEU: 1.8 UNITS)

Class Size: MINIMUM: 20; MAXIMUM: 35

NHI Customer Service: (877) 558-6873 • nhicustomerservice@dot.gov
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