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The highway industry is in a constant transition state with regards to the contracting procedures and specifications that agencies use to construct various transportation facilities.  This is particularly true with regard to the building of asphalt pavements and the asphalt paving industry.

In the 1980’s it became apparent that training was necessary to improve asphalt paving practices.  The initial effort was the introduction in 1991 of the Hot-Mix Asphalt Paving Handbook, prepared by the Transportation Research Board (TRB) with the support of Federal Agencies, State Highway Agencies, industry groups, and local government associations.  It provides a common definition and common reference for all major highway industry segments.  With the evolution of improved asphalt paving technology and practices in the 1990’s, the first edition rapidly became dated, and the Hot-Mix Asphalt Handbook 2000 is the revised version developed by a similar technical panel.

Over the past several years special efforts in terms of training and development have been made to facilitate the transition from method specifications and related contract procedures to specifications based on performance and warranty contracting procedures.  These special efforts have resulted in the development and delivery of the following three National Highway Institute (NHI) training courses:

1. HMA Construction - No. 13132

2. HMA Plant Production - No. 13144

3. HMA Characteristics and Control- No. 13145 

These courses were developed by the Joint AASHTO/FHWA/Industry Training Committee on Asphalt.

The Federal Highway Administration is developing revisions to No. 13132- Hot Mix Asphalt Construction, originally developed in 1994 and revised in 1999.  An HMA Construction Technical Panel, associated with the Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council (TCCC), was formed in Fall, 2000 to facilitate this task.

The first assignment for the panel was to review and comment on the existing HMA Construction Participants Workbook; comments were returned to Chris Newman, NHI, in December 2000.

During 2001, NHI anticipates contracting for a total revision to this HMA short course.  The panel will meet June 11-12, 2001, at NHI’s training facilities in Arlington, VA to discuss this revision.  The Panel will review the existing NHI course; National Center for Asphalt Technology (NCAT) Training and Qualification Program: Asphalt Pavement Construction; and New England Transportation Technician Certification Program (NETTCP) Hot Mix Asphalt Paving Inspector Certification Manual (DRAFT).

The group will discuss strengths and weakness of each of the three courses and recommend which course (or a possible combined course) to be evaluated.  The goal is to have a revised HMA Construction Course ready for presentation in 2002. There will also be discussion of possible future revisions to the Production and Materials courses.

