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The attached is a power point presentation prepared by and presented at the July 2001 AASHTO Subcommittee on Materials meeting.  Additional information can be found on the Transportation Pooled Fund Program at the Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center web site:  http://www.tfhrc.gov/site/active.htm.

Who initiates Pooled Fund Studies?

Pooled fund studies can be initiated by either FHWA or a State.  The organization that has the lead handles the administration of the study, including any contracting out of the effort.

How do states get involved?

A State that wants to initiate a study, submits a request with a proposal to its division office asking that the study be established (and number assigned) and that the study be approved for the use of 100 percent SP&R funds.  The division writes a memo to Denny Judycki, endorsing the study and approval of 100 percent SP&R.  Denny has the authority to approve the no-match for SP&R funds.

Once the pooled fund study is established, the lead organization surveys the States to see which of them wants to provide funds for the research.  When enough funds are committed, the lead organization initiates the study, including establishing the Technical Advisory Committee and contracting for the research.  The lead organization also performs all the other administrative work to conduct the study.

How do they participate in the process?

States obligate their funds in FHWA's Financial Management Information System (FMIS) in accordance with the funding they have committed during the solicitation phase.  The lead organization also usually includes a representative from each participating State on the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

What are states responsibilities?

If a State is the lead organization, it has all of the responsibilities for administering the study.  As a funding partner, they commit funds and obligate them in FMIS in accordance with the commitment.  They should also participate substantially in the TAC if they are represented there.

What is the FHWA role?

FHWA has the responsibility for managing the overall program.  If FHWA is the lead organization for a study, it has all of the responsibilities for administering the study.  When it isn't the lead, FHWA has a HQ's representative for each State-led study.  The FHWA representative should be involved with the study and contacted frequently by the lead State.
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