REPORT FROM ACI MEETINGS at DALLAS TEXAS

OCTOBER 28 – NOVEMBER 2, 2001

Committee meetings for ACI’s certification programs were attended by Tom Malerk.  An update to the report made to TCCC in Williamsburg was presented at each of the committee meetings.  A summary of related issues from each meeting follows:

Field Testing Technician Certification

ACI Field Testing Technician Certification covers the seven basic concrete tests.  The committee meeting concentrated on necessary updates to the program due to revisions in the upcoming ASTM standards.  Revised checklists for the performance exam and new questions are being developed.  A new ACI Field Testing Technician video was presented for final review and adoption by the committee.  The new video contains updated information to conform to the new ASTM methods.   It will be available through ACI after January 2002.

Field and Laboratory Aggregate Technician Certification

The committee received information that CCRL would be enforcing the ASTM C1077 requirement for certified laboratory technicians to fulfill accreditation requirements during the next inspection tour. 

ACI Fields and Laboratory Aggregate Technician Certification programs cover AASHTO test methods used in the evaluation of aggregates.  In the first year and a half the Field Aggregate program has certified 977 technicians.  The laboratory aggregate technician has certified 52 people.

Several states have made suggestions to changes in the content of the aggregate programs.  The ACI committee is sending out a survey to the regional groups and State DOT’s to seek feedback concerning revising the programs for expanded application.  In addition, several states have requested ACI to consider a soils testing technician certification.  Feedback will also be sought on the feasibility of a soils technician program during the survey.

A training video for Aggregate Field and Aggregate lab technician is anticipated to be delivered to the committee for final review and adoption by Thanksgiving.  

Concrete Transportation Construction Inspector 

ACI certified 135 CTCI new inspectors through October of 2001.  Committee members passed a resolution to offer assistance to TCCC in developing programs to meet the needs for concrete construction inspector certification.  The committee discussed reformatting the program curriculum into two or more units of specialization.  The committee is seeking feedback from TCCC’ work program on concrete construction inspection.

